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 Haemophilus influenza Type b (Hib) Meningitis 

 Animal Bites 
 

Hib Meningitis  
H. influenza, a bacterium, can cause a variety of infections, from less serious ear infections to invasive illnesses like heart 
infections and meningitis. There are six strains of H. influenza, the most infectious and invasive is type b (referred to as 
Hib).  Since vaccination for Hib has increased, invasive Hib disease has decreased by 99% and occurs primarily in under 
immunized children and infants too young to have completed the primary vaccine series.  Invasive Hib is uncommon in 
people over 5 years old. Non-type b H. influenza is a common cause for childhood ear infections and pneumonia.  The 
transmission of H. influenza is through respiratory droplets. 
 
Prevention of Hib through vaccination continues to be the best defense against serious infection.  There are numerous 
vaccine options available and some are combined with other immunizations to help limit the number of shots children 
need to get at each visit. American Indians and Alaskan Natives have been found to be at a 10 times higher risk for 
serious Hib infections and vaccines with quicker immune response can be considered in this population.1   
    
Animal Bites 
With nicer weather, many spend more time outdoors, camping, and getting closer to nature.  Unfortunately for some, 
they get too close and suffer animal bites. The Public Health Code requires that any animal bite be reported to the 
public health agency where the bitten person resides, as well as where the bite occurred, within 24 hours of the bite 
incident [R325.180 (Rule 10) (6)].  One fear is rabies.  Until 1960, dogs were the most important animal host of rabies in 
the United States. After mandatory rabies vaccinations for dogs began, wildlife became the most frequently infected 
animals. In the United States, wild animals accounted for 92% of reported cases of rabies in 2010. Raccoons continued 
to be the most frequently reported rabid wildlife species (36.5% of all animal cases during 2010), followed by skunks 
(23.5%), bats (23.2%), foxes (7.0%), and other wild animals (1.8%). Bat bites can be small and overlooked so if 
someone wakes to find a bat in an enclosed room, rabies vaccination is typically recommended.  Rodents, such as rats, 
mice, rabbits, squirrels and hamsters, almost never carry rabies. 
 
If bitten, patients must remember that other infections are more likely than rabies and can be very serious.  They should 
wash the wound thoroughly and seek medical care. They should get a tetanus booster if it has been over 10 years since 
their last one. They should not risk trying to catch the animal for testing; however, if they happen to have trapped it, 
they should save the carcass, as the best course of action may be to test the animal for rabies.2 

 
Suggested Recommendations of the Boards of Health: 
 

1. Parents should be encouraged to vaccinate their children against Hib and reminded it can still be a life-
threatening illness, particularly in our Native American population. 
 

2. All health care workers should be reminded that they need to report all animal bites.  Parents should be 
encouraged to teach their children to never approach unfamiliar animals without permission and supervision.  
People should not attempt to touch wild animals. 
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