District Health .
Department *10 *==

®

MEDIA CONTACT:
Nicholas Eckhart
Public Information Officer
0:616-500-0246
E: media@dhd10.org

9

COUNTIES SERVED:
Crawford
Kalkaska

Lake
Manistee
Mason
Mecosta
Missaukee
Newaygo
Oceana

Wexford

@

www.dhd10.org

f

www.facebook.com/DHD10

@districthealthdept10

=

NORTHERN MICHIGAN
PUBLIC HEALTH
ALLIANCE

Proud member of
the Northern
Michigan Public
Health Alliance: 7
local health
departments
advocating for
public health.

S,

Advancing
Public Health

,,\\G“d 4“0

Performance

DHD#10 Announces Closure of Healthy Families America in
Manistee and Missaukee Counties

October 22, 2025 - District Health Department #10 (DHD#10) is announcing that
beginning Friday, October 31, 2025, Healthy Families America (HFA) services will no
longer be available in Manistee and Missaukee counties. DHD#10 is working to
transition families currently utilizing the HFA program to remaining services and
resources that can help support their needs. The HFA program will still be available in
Crawford, Kalkaska, Lake, Wexford, and Grand Traverse Counties. The Maternal and
Infant Health Program (MIHP) will still be provided in all counties served by DHD#10.

“We realize this is a large loss for our residents in Manistee and Missaukee County,”
said DHD#10 Home Visiting Director Britney Wright. “The loss of funding from the
state budget for these HFA positions means we’re no longer able to continue this
program in these counties.”

HFA is a voluntary program that offers guidance and information through supportive,
strength-based visits to help parents prepare for their baby’s birth and to raise a
healthy family. From October 1, 2024-September 30, 2025, HFA staff in Manistee and
Missaukee counties served 24 families, with 50 families being served since 2019.

There are many benefits to HFA including:

e Helping women care for themselves during pregnancy and after your baby’s
birth

e Supporting dads and moms in their new roles

Strengthening parent-child relationships.

Help with temper tantrums, toilet training and other challenging stages.

Planning activities for families to do with their baby, toddler, and preschooler.

Helping prepare children for school success.

e Setting goals with the families based on their values.

e Connecting with community resources.

For more information about DHD#10’s Maternal and Infant Health Program, please
visit: https://www.dhd10.org/residents/family-support/mihp/.
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