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Celebrate Graduation Safely
Alcohol-Free Open House Tips

April 17, 2026 — District Health Department #10 (DHD#10) in collaboration with the
Leeward Initiative, wants to encourage families to celebrate graduations in ways that
are fun, memorable, and safe for everyone. Hosting an alcohol-free graduation party
helps create an environment where teens can enjoy themselves without the risks of
alcohol use.

Alcohol-free graduation parties promote positive decision-making and reduce
exposure to unsafe outcomes such as peer pressure, underage drinking, and impaired
driving. Under Michigan law, providing alcohol to minors or allowing underage
drinking to occur in your home can result in serious legal consequences. Michigan’s
Social Host Law holds parents and adults accountable for underage drinking events
that occur on their property. Choose an alcohol-free graduation party that helps
protect graduates, their guests, and the community during this exciting time.

Why this matters:
e Alcohol is a leading factor in crashes, injuries, and tragedies during graduation
season
e Hosting with alcohol can create legal liability for parents/guardians
e Teens are less likely to engage in risky behaviors when alcohol is not present
e Modeling safe choices reinforces lifelong healthy decision-making

Ideas for a fun, alcohol-free open house:

e Choose a creative theme (tropical, sports, glow party, etc.)

e Offer lawn games, yard tournaments, or karaoke
Set up DIY stations (rock painting, bracelet making, photo booth)
Create a soda bar with fun, themed drinks

By planning ahead and keeping celebrations alcohol-free, families can make sure the
graduation party season stays positive, safe, and a memorable experience.

To learn more about the Leeward Initiative, please visit:
https://www.leewardmason.org/.
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