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LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENTS PROMOTE SEPTICSMART WEEK:
SEPTEMBER 15-19, 2025

September 9, 2025 — District Health Department #10 (DHD#10) and the Northern
Michigan Public Health Alliance (NMPHA) are joining the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and partners across the country to recognize SepticSmart
Week, taking place September 15-19, 2025. This annual observance raises awareness
about the importance of proper septic system care and maintenance to protect public
health, the environment, and the investment of homeowners.

Many Northern Michigan residents rely on septic systems to treat their household
wastewater. When properly maintained, septic systems are safe and effective. But
without regular care, septic systems can fail which can lead to contaminated drinking
water/swimming beaches, harmful algal blooms, costly repairs, or damage to rivers,
lakes, and wetlands.

“As stewards of clean water and healthy communities, we want to ensure residents
understand the importance of caring for their septic systems,” said DHD#10
Environmental Health Supervisor Lisa Hofmann. “A well-maintained septic system
protects your family, your property, and the beautiful natural resources we enjoy here
in Northern Michigan.”

SepticSmart Tips for Homeowners

Throughout SepticSmart Week, the EPA and local health departments will share
educational materials to help residents extend the life of their septic systems. The
campaign promotes simple, year-round tips:
e Think at the Sink: Don’t pour fats, oils, grease, or harsh chemicals down the
drain.
e Don’t Overload the Commaode: Only flush human waste and toilet paper—no
wipes, floss, or trash.
e Don’t Strain Your Drain: Spread out laundry and dishwasher loads. Too much
water at once can overwhelm your system.
e Shield Your Field: Keep vehicles, structures, trees, and excess water off the
drain field area.
e Protect It and Inspect It: Get your system inspected every 3 years by a
licensed professional.
e Pump Your Tank: Schedule a septic tank pump-out every 3-5 years, or as
recommended based on household size and usage.
e Keep Records: Maintain a folder with system diagrams, inspection reports,
and pumping dates.

The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) will also be
hosting a SepticSmart 2025: Septic Systems and the Environment training on Monday,
September 15, 2025, from 9-10am.

Attendees will learn about:
e The basics of septic systems
e Septic systems and the environment
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e Septic system operation and maintenance tips

Interested residents must register online before the event by visiting:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN eCNI7XzqTVODeMCgo5cSNg#/regist
ration. For programming questions, please contact Marisa Faraldo
(faraldom@michigan.gov); registration questions can be directed to Alana Berthold
(bertholda@michigan.gov) or Joel Roseberry (roseberryj@michigan.gov).

More homeowner resources and printable tip sheets are available at:
https://www.epa.gov/septic/septicsmart-week.
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